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Race Relations
The quote cited from this article proves to be true, but it fails to consider that injustices in race problem do not simply lie in institutions, but it also of cultural and social transition. I think that it is true to state that had the United States started the process of writing afresh the script about race relations during the late 19th century, instead of delaying it to the 1950s and 1960s, many problems that have their origins in the country's troubled racial history might be closer to resolution. The Reconstruction Era would have been successful, and it may also have enabled the understanding of fundamental issues in race relations if necessary institutional reforms would have been implemented in the South in the 19th century. Despite the government in this early period passing amendments to help slaves achieve their freedom and also realize voting rights and citizenship of black people in America, a deep-rooted institutional system such as Jim Crow laws were massive in the Southern States in the 19th and 20th century. Such institutional systems were impervious to the law until the Supreme Court made important decisions in the 1950s and 60s.   
However, race relations is not only an institutional issue, but it is also one that demands social and cultural change. It proves difficult to understand how the southern culture was able to transition much quicker after the end of the era of slavery to embrace the African American community with a positive view of the society. Positive race relations in the society are dependent on a cultural mindset that often takes many generations to adjust. The American society always prides itself as a country with respect and tolerance for other races and ethnic groups. However, the continuous acts of police brutality on unarmed black men have made people question the country's view of race relations. We need to question our attitudes and perspectives regarding the issue of race relations. Therefore, it is true to state that even if the country had started to rebuild race relations in the Reconstruction Era, similar issues regarding race relations would still be experienced in the modern society.         
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